
A Unique Bank---for all of us, by all of us!   
 
Introducing our very own Bartan Bank, a set of reusable crockery, cutlery and glassware to borrow 

and bring back. Why? Because… 

It means less waste. Less plastic wrap, less plastic utensils, less single-use disposables, less stuff in 

the garbage and less litter. 

It also means growing community. Helping people connect with their neighbours, share what they 

have and consider re-use before purchasing new. 

So please come, borrow plates, bowls and more for your parties. Use, Wash and Return!  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Please spread the word, and avail this facility. For details, and to borrow/return, please contact: 
Kumkum Srivastav 

201-682-9708  
BartanBank@nitinks.com 

 
Sonal 

 
 
 
 
 
 



A Unique Bank   
For reusable dishes  

 
It is well-documented by now that every time we host, we generate a huge amount of garbage 
through one-time use plates, cups, glasses, bowls and cutlery. Even when these might be made of 
compostable materials, we know that tied up in plastic trash bags, these sit on landfills for hundreds 
of years, releasing dangerous gases all along, contributing to global warming. Additionally, the 
plastic leaches into the earth and makes its way into the water systems.  
 
So, should we not entertain? Should we not get together as a community to eat and drink? The 
answer to this is Yes, of course we must host and invite our friends and family in large gatherings, if 
we want. What we can do is reduce the amount of waste we create.  
 
Precisely, for this, we-some members of the Millburn-Short Hills community, have pooled in funds 
and energies, to buy large quantities of reusable Corelle-like plain white plates, bowls and other 
items needed for gatherings. We currently have 50 sets of these, and we invite/encourage/plead 
everyone in the community to consider loaning these from us, for your next entertaining needs.  
 
How will it work? 
 
Anyone can borrow the dishes, it relies on trust and goodwill so please return the dishes clean upon 
return for the next person and/or for your next event! IT IS AS SIMPLE AS THAT.  
 
There is a minimal fee of $5 per usage ...so that we can keep increasing the number of items and 
replace any broken ones.  
 
The plan is to record all the borrowing, and count the number of items reused and disposables 
avoided. In this way, we can measure the impact. There is still some fine tuning to be done, but the 
most important thing is that dishes are out there to be borrowed as soon as TODAY.  
 
We all are marching towards only one goal….more and more people to create less and less garbage.  

 
Rules 
 
We want to be able to make the items available for as many people as possible to enjoy. The Rules 
of engagement, aren’t many, but still: 
 

● First rule is simple….treat these cutlery as your very own!! 
● Check for availability and book in advance to guarantee the items for your gatherings 
● Advance notice of least 2-3 business days (or more) before the day borrowing is appreciated 
● Coordinate pickup time and location with the contact person (listed below) 
● Items must be returned at the agreed upon date and time (preferably within the next day or 

two of the event). 
● All borrowed items must be returned washed, dried, clean and ready for reuse (no 

exceptions) 



● If the item requires cleaning prior to borrower use, we apologise for this but are unable to 
clean the items, and still require that items be returned to us in clean condition. 

● The condition of items should be checked before and after borrowing in the presence of the 
borrower 

● Report any missing or broken items so it can be replaced for the next gathering.  A 
missing/breakage fee of $2 per item may be paid in lieu of replacing the item at the time of 
return 

 
 
 
Contact:  
 
For details, and to borrow/return, please contact: 
 
Kumkum Srivastav 
201-682-9708  
BartanBank@nitinks.com 
 
Sonal  
 
 


